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In the Claims 

1 . (Currently Amended) A system for distributing packets for communication to 
a mobile unit comprising: 

a mobile unit having a device identifier and an intemet protocol (IP) address 
comprising a first subnet identifier, the mobile unit roaming in a foreign network having a 
second subnet identifier; 

a mobility manager operable to determine a multicast address for the mobile unit 
based on the device identifier, to receive multicast address requests that include the device 
identifier, and to communicate the multicast address responsive to the multicast address 
requests; 

a foreign agent in the foreign network, the foreign agent operable to detect the mobile 
unit by d e t e rmining that a signal strength for signals rocoivod fi"om the mobil e unit hav e 
e xc ee d e d a thr e shold , to determine the device identifier for the mobile unit, to communicate a 
request including the device identifier to the mobility manager, to receive the multicast 
address fi^om the mobility manager, and to register for a multicast group identified by the 
multicast address; and 

a home agent operable to receive IP packets addressed to the mobile unit, to 
determine the multicast address associated with the mobile unit, to encapsulate the IP packets 
as payloads for multicast packets addressed to the multicast address, and to communicate the 
multicast packets for receipt by devices registered for the multicast group using a packet 
network. 

2. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the device identifier is at least one 
of a mobile identification number (MIN) for the mobile unit and an equipment serial number 
(ESN) for the mobile unit. 

3. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the foreign agent is fixrther 
operable to receive the multicast packets fi-om the packet network, to extract the IP packets 
fi*om the multicast packets, and to communicate the IP packets to the mobile unit. 
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4. (Currently Amended) The system of Claim 1, wherein the foreign agent is 
further operable to detect the mobile unit by determining that a signal strength for signals 
received from the mobile unit have exceeded a threshold. 

5. (Original) The system of Claim 1, wherein the home agent determines the 
multicast address by communicating a request including the IP address of the mobile unit to 
the mobility manager and receiving the multicast address from the mobility manager 
responsive to the request. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method for registering to receive packets comprising: 
determining a device identifier for a mobile unit, the mobile unit having an internet 

protocol (IP) address comprising a subnet identifier for a remote network; 

communicating a request for a multicast address associated with the mobile unit, the 
request including the device identifier; 

receiving the multicast address; and 

registering for a multicast group identified by the multicast addressf 
dotormining that signal str e ngth for signals r e c e iv e d from the mobil e unit hav e 
dropp e d b e low a threshold; and 

in r e spons e to th e d e t e rmination, withdrawing from th e multicast group . 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 6, fiirther comprising receiving multicast 
packets addressed to the multicast address, wherein the multicast packets contain information 
for communication to the mobile unit. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 7, wherein the information in the multicast 
packets comprises IP packets addressed to the IP address for the mobile unit. 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 7, wherein the information in the multicast 
packets comprises voice information. 
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10. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein the multicast group comprises a 
plurality of foreign agents each receiving multicast packets containing information for 
communication to the mobile unit. 

11. (Original) The method of Claim 10, wherein each of the foreign agents 
receiving the multicast packets communicates the information from the multicast packets to 
facilitate handoff of the mobile unit. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 6, wherein the device identifier is at least one 
of a mobile identification number (MIN) for the mobile unit and an equipment serial number 
(ESN) for the mobile unit. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 6, further comprising determining 
that signal strength for signals received from the mobile unit have dropped below a threshold 
and, in response to the determination, withdrawing from the multicast group. 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for providing commxmications services for 
communications sessions of a mobile unit associated with a foreign network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

an interface operable to couple to a communications network; and 
a processor operable to determine a device identifier for the mobile unit, the mobile 
unit having an intemet protocol (IP) address comprising a subnet identifier for the remote 
network, the processor further operable to communicate a request for a multicast address 
associated with the mobile unit, the request including the device identifier using the interface, 
to receive the multicast address using the interface, and to register for a multicast group 
identified by the multicast address , th e proc e ssor furth e r op e rabl e to d e t e rmin e that signal 
str e ngth for signals rec e iv e d from tho mobil e unit have dropp e d b e low a thr e shold and, in 
roGponso to the determination, to withdraw from th e multicast group . 
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15. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 14, wherein the interface is further operable 
to receive multicast packets addressed to the multicast address, wherein the multicast packets 
contain information for communication to the mobile unit. 

16. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the information in the multicast 
packets comprises IP packets addressed to the IP address for the mobile unit. 

17. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 15, wherein the information in the multicast 
packets comprises voice information. 

18. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 14, wherein the multicast group comprises a 
plurality of foreign agents each receiving multicast packets containing information for 
communication to the mobile unit. 

19. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 18, wherein each of the foreign agents 
receiving the multicast packets communicates the information from the multicast packets to 
facilitate handoff of the mobile unit. 

20. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 14, wherein the device identifier is at least 
one of a mobile identification number (MUST) for the mobile unit and an equipment serial 
number (ESN) for the mobile unit. 

21. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 14, wherein the processor is 
further operable to determine that signal strength for signals received from the mobile unit 
have dropped below a threshold and, in response to the determination, to withdraw from the 
multicast group. 
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22. (Cxirrently Amended) An apparatus for providing communications services for 
communications sessions of a mobile unit associated v^ith a foreign network, the apparatus 
comprising: 

means for determining a device identifier for the mobile unit, the mobile unit having 
an intemet protocol (IP) address comprising a subnet identifier for the remote network; 

means for communicating a request for a multicast address associated with the mobile 
unit, the request including the device identifier; 

means for receiving the multicast address; and 

means for registering for a multicast group identified by the multicast addressf 
m e ans for d e t e rmining that signal str e ngth for signals r e c e iv e d fi-om tho mobile unit 
have dropp e d b e low a thr e shold; and 

moans for, in response to tho dotorminution, withdrawing firom th e multicast group . 

23. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 22, further comprising means for receiving 
multicast packets addressed to the multicast address, wherein the multicast packets contain 
information for communication to the mobile unit, 

24. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of Claim 22. further comprising means 
for determining that signal strength for signals received firom the mobile unit have dropped 
below a threshold and means for, in response to the determination, withdrawing fi-om the 
multicast group. 
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25. (Currently Amended) Logic for registering to receive packets, the logic 
encoded in media and operable to: 

determine a device identifier for a mobile unit, the mobile unit having an internet 
protocol (EP) address comprising a subnet identifier for a remote network; 

communicate a request for a multicast address associated with the mobile unit, the 
request including the device identifier; 

receive the multicast address; and 

register for a multicast group identified by the multicast addressf 
det e rmin e that signal str e ngth for signals r e c e iv e d from th e mobil e unit hav e dropp e d 
b e low a threshold; and 

in r e spons e to th e d e termination, withdraw from th e multicast group . 

26. (Original) The logic of Claim 25, further operable to receive multicast packets 
addressed to the multicast address, wherein the multicast packets contain information for 
communication to the mobile unit. 

27. (Original) The logic of Claim 26, wherein the information in the multicast 
packets comprises IP packets addressed to the IP address for the mobile unit. 

28. (Original) The logic of Claim 26, wherein the information in the multicast 
packets comprises voice information. 

29. (Original) The logic of Claim 25, wherein the multicast group comprises a 
plurality of foreign agents each receiving multicast packets containing information for 
communication to the mobile unit. 

30. (Original) The logic of Claim 29, wherein each of the foreign agents receiving 
the multicast packets communicates the information from the multicast packets to facilitate 
handoff of the mobile unit. 
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31. (Original) The logic of Claim 25, wherein the device identifier is at least one 
of a mobile identification number (MIN) for the mobile unit and an equipment serial number 
(ESN) for the mobile unit. 

32. (Currently Amended) The logic of Claim 25, further operable to determine 
that signal strength for signals received from the mobile unit have dropped below a threshold 
and, in response to the determination, to withdraw from the multicast group. 
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